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 Discoaster prolixus Blair & Bergen in Blair et al. (2017) 

 

 

 

 
 

Pl. 3, figs 11–20 
 
Derivation of name: L. prolixus: stretched out long. 
Diagnosis: Discoaster having six straight long rays with simple terminations and two 

hexagonal projections. 
Description: Large to very large asterolith with six long rays. The rays taper to form pointed 

to rounded terminations and bend proximally near their terminations. Free ray length 
is nearly equal to or longer than the diameter of the central area (measured ratios 0.86–
1.06). The central area has both a proximal and distal hexagonal projection. The ratio 
of central area diameter to specimen length is about 1/3 (measured 0.32–0.37). The 
distal stem is stellate, composed of six narrow, tapered elements which extend 
between the rays; these elements nearly fill or extend outside of the central area. The 
points of the hexagonal proximal knob are generally aligned with the rays; this knob 
does not fill the central area. Measured size range: 10.0–13.0µm. 
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Remarks: Discoaster prolixus is a long, six-rayed form within the D. quinqueramus lineage. It is 
distinguished from D. hexaramus by its relatively longer rays and smaller central area. 
It is distinguished from other six-rayed Discoaster by its radial rays with simple 
terminations and two hexagonal central area projections. 

Holotype: Plate 3, figures 13–15. 
Type Locality: DSDP Leg 68, Colombia Basin (western Caribbean Sea). 
Type Level: Sample 502-48H-1, 90–91cm; Upper Miocene (NN11a). 
Occurrence: Discoaster prolixus has a relatively short stratigraphic range spanning that of 

~1my. Though it is not a traditional marker taxon in the BP GoM framework, the latest 
research from Leg 154 suggests it may be useful. In Leg 154 materials D. prolixus is 
restricted to NN11a-lowermost NN11b, its HO observed in sample 926B-19H-5, 70–
71cm (7.201Ma +/-0.018) and LO in sample 926B-21H-6, 32–33cm (8.292Ma +/-0.001). 
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